CHAPTER II.

THE BATTLE OF GUADALETE.

THE fall of Gothic Spain was one of the disasters that
served to justify the saying that all great catastrophes
arc caused by women. At least, so says tradition
and romance, though it is probable that the tide of
Arab conquest would have rushed into Europe with-
out any Spanish treachery. Moreover, as Count Julian
was the brother-in-law of the deposed Witiza, there
was every reason to expect him to hate tlie^ actual
king1, Roderich. So that some modern critics have
doubted whether in truth vengeance for Roderich's
guilty love for his daughter, Florinda, were the real
cause of Julian's invitation to Mousa.

Long had the crimes of Spain cried out to Heaven ;
At length the measure of offence was full.
Count Julian called the invader.    .    .    .

..........Mad to wreak

His vengeance for his deeply injured child
On Roderick's head, an evil hour for Spain,
For that unhappy daughter, and himself.
Desperate apostate, on the Moors he called,
And, like a cloud of locusts, whom the wind
Wafts from the plains of wasted Africa,